
37Administration of George Bush, 1993 / Jan. 13

dential Medal of Freedom, with distinction,
to my predecessor, the 40th President of the
United States. Today we honor the American
life of an American original. We all remem-
ber the movie in which he once said, ‘‘Win
one for the Gipper.’’ Well, as President, Ron-
ald Reagan helped win one for freedom, both
at home and abroad. And I consider him my
friend and mentor, and so he is. And he’s
also a true American hero.

Just think of the whistlestops that ring
unsummoned, like a postcard from the past:
Dixon, Tampico, Eureka College, WHO
radio in Des Moines. Always Ronald Reagan
embodied the heart of the American people.
And once he described it as ‘‘hopeful, big-
hearted, idealistic, daring, decent, and fair.’’

Ronald Reagan didn’t just make the world
believe in America; he made Americans be-
lieve in themselves. And I remember Inau-
guration Day in 1981 and how the clouds—
maybe you remember it—of a gloomy morn-
ing gave way as he began his speech. He
turned that winter of discontent into a
springtime of possibility.

President Reagan believed in the Amer-
ican people, so he helped the private sector
create 19 million new jobs. He knew that
Government was too big and spent too much,
and so he lowered taxes and spending, cut
redtape, and began a peacetime boom, the
longest in American history.

Some men reflect their times. Ronald
Reagan changed his times. And nowhere was
that more true than abroad where he cham-
pioned the holy grail of liberty. Mr. Presi-
dent, you helped make ours not only a safer
but far better world in which to live. And
you yourself said it best. In fact, you saw it
coming. We recall your stirring words to the
British Parliament. Here were the words:
‘‘The march of freedom and democracy will
leave Marxist-Leninism on the ash heap of
history.’’

Few people believe more in liberty’s inevi-
table triumph than Ronald Reagan. None,
none was more a prophet in his time. Ronald
Reagan rebuilt our military; not only that, he
restored its morale. And when I became
President, President Reagan passed on to me
the most dedicated and best equipped fight-
ing force that the world has ever seen.

He signed also the INF treaty, the first
agreement to eliminate a whole category of
nuclear weapons. And it was a treaty that lay
the foundation then for START I and the
historic START II agreement that President
Yeltsin and I signed 2 weeks ago.

Ronald Reagan sought a world where na-
tions could talk, not die, over differences and
a world of prosperity, peaceful competition,
and freedom without war. And he helped
achieve it, helped end the cold war.

When Ronald Reagan’s favorite President
died in 1945, the New York Times wrote,
‘‘Men will thank God on their knees a hun-
dred years from now that Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt was in the White House.’’ Well, Mr.
President it will not take a hundred years;
millions thank God today that you were in
the White House.

You loved America, blessed America, and
with your leadership certainly helped make
America that shining city on a hill. All this
explains why today Ronald Reagan becomes
only the third President to receive the Medal
of Freedom, the first to receive it in his own
lifetime. He’s a man whose life embodies
freedom, who nurtured freedom as few
Presidents ever have.

And so now, Mr. President, let me invite
you, sir, to join me as Major Wissler reads
the citation for the Medal of Freedom.
Please come up.

Note: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. Maj. John
Wissler, USMC, is Marine Corps Aide to the
President.

Remarks on Presenting the National
Security Medal to Admiral Jonathan
T. Howe and an Exchange With
Reporters
January 13, 1993

The President. John, welcome. This is a
surprise. [Laughter] [Inaudible]—are very
proud to award you the National Security
Medal. And I would ask Bill Sittmann to read
a very quick citation. We’re sorry to blindside
you like this, but the only way we knew that

VerDate 31-MAR-98 14:26 Apr 06, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P02JA4.013 p02ja4



38 Jan. 13 / Administration of George Bush, 1993

you’d show up is if you didn’t know about
it. [Laughter]

[At this point, William F. Sittmann, Execu-
tive Secretary, National Security Council,
read the citation, and the President presented
the medal.]

The President. Well, that is the under-
statement of the year, but we are very, very
proud of you. And it is well deserved, and
great, honorable service to your country. Par-
ticularly, I want to thank you for all you’ve
done here.

[Inaudible]—this, that goes with it. I
thought you looked good sitting over there
at that desk—[laughter]. I hardly got him out
of there, I’ll tell you. [Laughter]

Allied Action in Iraq

Now, you wanted to ask a question on the
military action. Let me simply say that once
again the American military, in coalition with
strong allies, has performed in a superb fash-
ion. Our planes are all accounted for. I’ve
not yet seen a damage assessment or results
of the strike. But they did the right thing,
and the coalition did the right thing. I have
said before that we are determined that Sad-
dam Hussein will abide by the United Na-
tions resolutions, and we’re very serious
about that.

I can say with confidence here, and I think
it’s important, that I’m confident Governor
Clinton, the President-elect of the United
States, feels that way too. I have talked to
him before these strikes hit, and he as much
as told me that, and then I’ve heard state-
ments out of Little Rock. But I think that’s
a very important message to go not just to
our coalition forces, that we have every inten-
tion of working together in the future as we
have in the past, but to Saddam Hussein who
has violated the resolutions.

Q. Do you think it will work?
The President. Well, I don’t know what

‘‘work’’ means, but I am confident that when
I—I will continue to insist that he abide by
these resolutions. We’ve taken action, and I
hope that will convince him he must do that.
And I’m as confident that President Clinton
will do this and feel the same way after the
20th.

Q. Did you have any reservations, sir,
doing it so close to the end of your term
in office?

The President. No, absolutely not. I’m
President until the 20th, and I will run for-
eign policy and conduct these—make these
kinds of decisions as long as I’m President.
We will keep the new team fully informed.
And I believe they’ve been very generous and
gracious in saying that we have done that.
General Scowcroft is in almost daily contact
with the transition people from the national
security field, and then I know Dick Che-
ney’s had good visits with, as has Larry
Eagleburger, with the people coming in. So
we’ll just keep it closely informed. But I have
no reservations at all. You’ve got to do what
you have to do. And there should be no ques-
tion about that.

Q. Sir, was there any particular action by
Saddam that triggered the strike?

The President. Just his failure to live up
to the resolutions and then his moving
around of these missiles in a way that was
unacceptable to the coalition of the United
Nations.

Q. Are you prepared to order additional
sites to be—[inaudible]——

The President. I will conduct myself until
the 20th just as I have in the almost 4 years
gone by, and that is, I don’t say what we
might or might not do. But I would think
that soon Saddam Hussein would understand
that we mean what we say and that we back
it up. And I have no intention of changing
that approach to life in the last 6 or 7 days
of my Presidency.

Thank you very much. I should say I’m
very proud of the pilots and those who sup-
ported the pilots. Once again, we see what
superb training we have and what dedicated
young people are out there. I must say I wor-
ried when I heard premature stories of this
because I hesitate ever—I would never put
a young flyer in harm’s way because of leaked
information. Fortunately the leaks that oc-
curred on this did not result in the loss of
life for any of our pilots. But I will always—
I would just urge everybody in whatever ad-
ministration is here, now or in the future.

Q. Did they encounter any kind of resist-
ance?
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The President. We’ll have more to say
about that when we do a fuller briefing on
the mission itself. But any time you divulge
plans when somebody’s life is at stake, it is
not a good thing to do. I just never under-
stood it. I don’t like it. I saw it happen today.
But that’s history now. But we ought to have
more responsibility when you risk the life of
a single U.S. pilot.

Thank you all very much.

Note: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on Completion of the
Chemical Weapons Convention
January 13, 1993

For more than 20 years the United States
and many other countries have labored to
achieve a ban on chemical weapons. The
long-awaited Chemical Weapons Convention
is now completed and open for signature.

I have had a deep and abiding personal
interest in the success of the effort to ban
these terrible weapons. As Vice President, I
had the honor on two occasions to address
the Conference on Disarmament and to
present United States proposals to give impe-
tus to the negotiations. As President, I di-
rected the United States to take new initia-
tives to advance and conclude the negotia-
tions. The United States is profoundly grati-
fied that these talks have now been success-
fully concluded.

The countries that participated in the ne-
gotiations at the conference on disarmament
deserve special congratulations. The Chemi-
cal Weapons Convention is uniquely impor-
tant in the field of arms control agreements.
It will improve the security of all nations by
eliminating a class of weapons of mass de-
struction that exists in all quarters of the
world and that has been used in recent con-
flicts. It is a truly stabilizing and nondiscrim-
inatory agreement.

The United States strongly supports the
Chemical Weapons Convention and is proud
to be an original signatory. We are encour-
aged that so many other states have also de-
cided to take this step. This clearly dem-
onstrates global international endorsement of
the convention and the new norm of inter-

national conduct that it establishes. However,
we must not cease our efforts until the norm
becomes truly universal, with all countries
becoming not only signatories but also parties
to the convention.

Much work remains to make the conven-
tion fully effective. The United States will
cooperate closely with other countries to
bring the convention into force as soon as
possible and to ensure that it is faithfully im-
plemented. Only then will we be able to say
that the risk of chemical warfare is no longer
a threat to people anywhere in the world.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the National Strategy on the
Environment
January 13, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
During the past 4 years, the world has wit-

nessed major changes in the political profile
of nations. The Earth Summit, sponsored by
the United Nations in Brazil in June 1992,
signaled the next era in world history—one
characterized by the recognition that envi-
ronmental protection, economic develop-
ment, and public participation in decision-
making are interrelated and crucial to our
future quality of life.

In these last 4 years, the United States
charted an ambitious agenda to remain in the
vanguard of environmental protection by
harnessing the energy of capitalism in service
of the environment. Those who said that we
posed a false choice between a strong econ-
omy and a healthy environment disregarded
our words and our deeds. We worked to
achieve both while sacrificing neither—as
must all nations in the coming century.

Economic development and environ-
mental protection go hand in hand. Eco-
nomic growth supplies the financial and tech-
nological resources necessary for environ-
mental enhancement; while its opposite, the
struggle for bare survival, places strains on
natural protection. We have seen this phe-
nomenon in America as our economy grew
in the 1980s and waters and skies became
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